RESOLUTION 2025-69

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CREEKSIDE MASTER PLAN AND SUPPORTING THE
PRESERVATION, INTERPRETATION, AND CONNECTIVITY OF THE THOMAS SHUTE
HOUSE AND SURROUNDING PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin is committed to preserving its cultural, architectural, and
agricultural heritage, and recognizes the importance of safeguarding historically significant
properties for future generations; and

WHEREAS, the Thomas Shute House, constructed in 1845, stands as a distinguished
example of mid-19th century Greek Revival architecture and remains one of the best-preserved
antebellum homes in Williamson County; and

WHEREAS, the Creekside property, located on 4.8 acres near Spencer Creek and Franklin
Road, retains original architectural elements and historic outbuildings, including a stone
springhouse, frame barn, and chicken coop, and reflects the region’s agricultural legacy dating
back to its use as a dairy farm established by John B. McEwen in 1876; and

WHEREAS, the property’s lineage includes notable figures such as William Shute, John B.
McEwen, Reverend William L. Rosser, and Ella “Marion” Adkerson, and its location along a
historically significant route to Nashville saw substantial Civil War military traffic; and

WHEREAS, the Creekside property is surrounded by City of Franklin-owned parcels and
lies within a network of parks and trails, offering opportunities for active and passive recreation,
pedestrian connectivity, and cultural interpretation; and

WHEREAS, the site’s picturesque landscape of open lawns, mature tree canopies, and
proximity to Spencer Creek provides ecological and aesthetic value, while the existing railroad
crossing offers a unique opportunity for pedestrian linkage to adjacent properties; and

WHEREAS, the Creekside Master Plan envisions the development of the site as a Welcome
Center with an agricultural focus, supporting low-impact land use, family-friendly cottage
industry, and regional agri-tourism efforts that celebrate Franklin’s farming heritage; and

WHEREAS, the property’s strategic location near Franklin Road and Mack Hatcher
Parkway enhances multimodal accessibility and positions Creekside as a gateway to Historic
Downtown Franklin and surrounding recreational destinations; and

WHEREAS, proposed on-site trails will connect Creekside to The Park at Harlinsdale Farm,
Chestnut Bend Trail, Franklin Road sidewalks and other City-owned lands, while offering
interpretive opportunities to highlight the site’s historical significance, agricultural legacy, and
Civil War connections; and

WHEREAS, enhancements such as educational signage, local artwork displays, and a

children’s story walk will further engage visitors and foster community appreciation for the site’s
heritage; and
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WHEREAS, all improvements must be sensitive to the site’s natural features, including
Spencer Creek and its floodplain, and must comply with applicable permitting requirements and
the City of Franklin’s Historic Design Guidelines regarding alignment, configuration, width, and
materials; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Mayor and Aldermen believes it is in the best interest of the City
of Franklin to preserve and activate the Creekside property through the implementation of the
Creekside Master Plan, which promotes historical preservation, agricultural education,
multimodal connectivity, and low-impact public use that reflects the character and heritage of
Franklin.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF
FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE, AS FOLLOWS:

1. That the City of Franklin formally approves the Creekside Master Plan (attached hereto) as a
framework for the preservation, interpretation, and adaptive reuse of the Thomas Shute
House and surrounding property.

2. That the City approves the development of Creekside as a Welcome Center with an
agricultural focus, serving as a gateway to Franklin’s historic and agri-tourism destinations.

3. That the City encourages the integration of Creekside into the broader pedestrian
infrastructure network, including connections to Bicentennial Park, Ropers Knob, Harlinsdale
Farm, and other City-owned lands.

4. That the City encourages the implementation of interpretive trails, educational signage, and
family-friendly engagement features that celebrate the site’s historical and agricultural

significance.

5. That all improvements shall be designed in accordance with the City of Franklin’s Historic
Design Guidelines and shall respect the site’s natural features and regulatory requirements.

6. That this resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption, the public welfare
requiring it.

(signature page to follow)
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IT 1S SO RESOLVED AND DONE on this L‘j‘,hday of N ovebe)” 2025

ATTEST; CITY OF FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE:

By:_| | By:

v b ~
Angie Skarp Dr. Ken @y
City Recorder Mayor
Approved as to Form:

o WMna R Mw%ﬂj@

-J-Bl-ake-l-laiper— Slqau ha FZ
Assistant City Attorney
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SITE HISTORY

The Thomas Shute House, constructed in 1845 by Thomas
Shute, stands as a prominent example of mid-19th century
architecture with Greek Revival influences. Set on a 4.8-
acre property, this two-story brick residence reflects the
central passage plan typical of its era and remains one of
the best-preserved antebellum homes in the county. The
house showcases original architectural elements, including
its portico, exterior details, and interior plan. Notably, a
one-story brickell was added in 1868 to accommodate

the kitchen, servants’ quarters, and a smokehouse, while a
single glass door was installed around 1900.The house has
been given the name “Creekside” given it’s location nearby
Spencer Creek.

The property’s history is intertwined with several notable
figures. Initially purchased by William Shute in 1801, it was
later sold in 1866 to John B. McEwen, a significant local
figure who acquired the home for his daughter and son-
in-law, Reverend William L. Rosser. Under the Rossers, the
estate was known for its well-regarded farming operations.
The home remained in the Rosser family lineage until it
was owned by Ella“Marion” Adkerson, a descendant of the
Rossers, until her death in 2003.

Throughout its history, the property has witnessed various
changes in ownership and usage, including a brief period
with Wright Stanley and later John Campbell. Creekside is
located along a main route to Nashville that saw significant
military traffic during the Civil War and remains a well-traveled
thoroughfare today. Throughout these transitions, the house
and its outbuildings—such as the stone springhouse, frame
barn, and chicken coop—have retained their historical
integrity. In recent years, faced with development threats, the
Franklin Preservation Partners have stepped in to preserve
Creekside, ensuring the Thomas Shute House remains a
lasting testament to the area's rich history.

Barn on site, 1987



While the historic structures on this property are a key part
of Franklin's broader story, the site also holds significant
potential to highlight the region’s agricultural heritage—
serving as a gateway to the farming history of Franklin and
Williamson County.

The agricultural history of Creekside dates to 1866 when
John B. McEwen, former mayor of Franklin and one of

its most prominent citizens purchased the home for his
daughter, Sarah “Sallie” Florence and her husband, Reverend
William L. Rosser as a wedding gift.

Reverend Rosser worked the land as an active farm but

sadly, the passing of Sallie shortly after the birth of their |
first child, Florence, resulted in Rosser moving from the

home by 1870. The land however, remained in agricultural ‘
use for some time and by 1876, John McEwen established

and operated a dairy farm on the property, managed by a

Canadian dairy farmer. The dairy operated successfully for

many years.

Thomas Shute House, 1987

Thomas Shute House, 1987
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SITE CONTEXT
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The Creekside property is situated between Cool Springs and Historic Downtown Franklin, to the west of Interstate
65. It is located just south of the intersection of Mack Hatcher Parkway and Franklin Road, at the northern end of the
Franklin Pike corridor leading into Historic Downtown Franklin. This site, rich in the history of Franklin, is part of an
established network of parks and trails, with potential for connecting pedestrians to the existing green corridor and

pedestrian infrastructure.
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City Owned Properties

This map highlights city owned properties near the Creekside property, illustrating the extent of preserved land
under city ownership. The prominent location of the Creekside property along Franklin Road and near other city
parcels makes this a key piece in the area northeast of downtown. The following pages will outline site opportunities

and potential connections between the Creekside property with other city owned lands and regional agri-tourism
destinations.
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Connectivity Map

In addition to being rooted within the rich history of Franklin, the Creekside property sits among an existing,
established system of parks and trails, with potential for increased connectivity among these lands to provide greater
recreational opportunities for residents and visitors alike. This map highlights potential pedestrian connections
around the site, connecting it to existing pedestrian infrastructure and destinations around the city. Proposed
pedestrian connections outlined on the map below include:

Connection to the existing multi-use trail along Mack Hatcher Memorial Parkway
Connection to Ropers Knob, just under 60 acres of forested leisure recreation opportunities
Connection to Harlinsdale Farm, 200 acres of active and passive recreation opportunities
Connection to 54 acres of undeveloped city property near the water plant

Connection to the Bicentennial trail and Bicentennial park

Connection to the existing trail system that connects to the Franklin Recreation Complex

Exising Pedestian Inf ; City Owned Property 0 03 06 1.2 Miles




Farm Life in Williamson County

Capitalizing on the site’s rich agricultural history, its unique proximity to adjacent farmlands, and the growing focus
on agri-tourism in Williamson County presents an opportunity to develop the site as a welcome center with an
agricultural focus that captures traffic coming to Historic Franklin. This creates an opportunity to expand and grow
a low-impact land use that supports a family-friendly cottage industry within the agri-business sector. It also helps
preserve and celebrate the history of the home and surrounding area.

This type of use could also strengthen the region’s farm-based agri-tourism efforts by providing a stopping point
where residents and visitors can better explore, connect with, and understand the area. The map below identifies
some of the agri-tourism destinations around Williamson County and the Creekside property.
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Existing Conditions

This map details the current utility lines, existing buildings, railroad, roads, landscape features, and parcel boundaries
in and around the project area, providing a comprehensive overview of the site’s infrastructure and natural elements.
The Creekside property is located directly off of Franklin Road and is surrounded by City of Franklin owned property,
providing opportunities for future connection and active and passive recreation. Three existing structures exist on the

Creekside property and one existing structure on the adjacent property to the south.

The picturesque landscape is composed of open grassy lawns and clustered mature tree canopies, providing areas
of pleasant sun and shade. Spencer Creek—a tributary of the Harpeth River—winds through the southern portion of
the property, where it is crossed by an existing railroad. This unique feature offers both water access and a pedestrian

connection to adjacent properties.
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Open greenspace on site Existing structure on site




Existing stone stairs and mailbox on site Existing springhouse on site




SITE OPPORTUNITIES

Pedestrian Connectivity

The Creekside property’s proximity to Franklin Road and existing pedestrian infrastructure provides improved
multimodal site accessibility for future users. Pedestrian trails will link the site to the broader pedestrian infrastructure
network, connecting it with Bicentennial and Historic Downtown Franklin, as well as greenways and recreational areas
like the Mack Hatcher Multiuse Trail, Ropers Knob, and the Franklin Recreation Complex. In addition to providing
connection to the surrounding existing pedestrian infrastructure and green corridor, the addition of on-site trails
provides opportunities to highlight the site’s historical significance, its past use in agriculture and dairy, and its role
during the Civil War. Enhancements such as educational signage, displays of local artwork, and a children’s story walk
can further engage visitors.

The implementation of these connections will need to be sensitive to the existing natural features of the site. If
improvements are completed within the floodplain and floodway, additional permitting exercises will need to be
completed. New sidewalks and walkways will need to follow the historic patterns of alignment, configuration, width,
and materials in conformance with the Franklin Historic Design Guidelines.
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