ORDINANCE 2025-41

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 6, CHAPTER 1, SEC. 109 OF THE
FRANKLIN MUNICIPAL CODE RELATIVE TO ARRESTS BY POLICE OFFICERS

WHEREAS, in order to promote the health, safety, human rights, prosperity, and general welfare
of the people of Franklin, Tennessee, the Board of Mayor and Aldermen is authorized to prescribe
regulations and standards for arrests made by police officers employed by the City; and

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin employs police officers to make arrests when probable cause exists
to believe a person has committed a felony, misdemeanor, and/or other violations prescribed by
Tennessee Code Annotated; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Legislature has enacted Public Chapter No. 409, amending Tennessee
Code Annotated, Section 40-7-103(a) to permit law enforcement officers to make an arrest without a
warrant when the officer has probable cause to believe a person has committed a misdemeanor,
regardless of whether the offense was committed in the officer’s presence; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Legislature has amended Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 40, Chapter
7, on multiple occasions since the last update to Sec. 6-109 of the Franklin Municipal code, codifying the
circumstances under which law enforcement officers are permitted to make arrests and/or issue
misdemeanor citations without a warrant; and

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin Municipal Code should be amended to clarify when police officers
may make arrests without a warrant, consistent with the circumstances prescribed in Tennessee Code
Annotated, Section 40-7-103; and

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin Municipal Code should be amended to clarify when police officers
may issue a citation in lieu of continued custody for certain misdemeanors, consistent with the

circumstances prescribed in Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 40-7-118; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Mayor and Aldermen find that this action to be in the best interest of
the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF FRANKLIN BOARD OF MAYOR AND
ALDERMEN, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION I. Sec. 6-109 of the Franklin Municipal Code is hereby deleted in its entirety and
replaced with the following:

Sec. 6-109. - When police officers to make arrests.

Unless otherwise authorized or directed by this Code or applicable law, an arrest of the person
may be made by a police officer in the following cases:

(1) Whenever the officer is in possession of a warrant for the arrest of the person.
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(2) Without a warrant, whenever an officer has probable cause to believe the person has
committed a misdemeanor, felony, or violation of conditions of release on bond pursuant to the
requirements of Tennessee Code Annotated, § 40-7-103.

An officer may issue a citation in lieu of continued custody to a person arrested for a misdemeanor,
pursuant to the requirements of Tennessee Code Annotated, § 40-7-118. All arrests made by officers of
the Franklin Police Department shall be made in accordance with the Constitution of the State of
Tennessee and the Constitution of the United States.

SECTION Il. BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Franklin,
Tennessee, that this Ordinance shall take effect from and after its passage on second and final reading,
the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Franklin, Tennessee, requiring it.

ATTEST: CITY OF FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE:
By: %W By: 7

Anglé Skarp Dr. Ken Moore

City Recorder Mayor

Approved as to form by:

Mduwma R, Pdicpless

Shauna R. Billingsley
City Attorney

PASSED FIRST READING W/)1\/25 80

PASSED SECOND READING: 15 2-0
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