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Friday, November 14, 2025 
 
Earlier this week,  Senior Fleet Technician Matt Brown hosted a celebration 

for the 250th United 
States Marine Corps 
Birthday for the 
Marine Veterans of 
the Streets and 
Water Department 
(Dustin Harper, 
George Chadwell, 
Matt Brown and 
Jason 
Bernacil).  George 
Chadwell read 
General John A. 
Lejeune’s birthday 
message.  Matt Brown 
performed the 

traditional cake cutting ceremony with an official Marine NCO sword.   
 
To our team members who have served in the Armed Forces - THANK 
YOU. We’re proud to work alongside you and are deeply grateful for your 
service and sacrifice. 
 
If you missed our Veterans Day Parade, you can find it here: 
https://youtu.be/9jsfidoaHO0?si=ftfGMLFeFmP49U2m 
We are happy to announce the 2025-2026 “Give a Day. Serve a Day. Get a Day.” campaign 
for United Way!  

 

https://youtu.be/9jsfidoaHO0?si=ftfGMLFeFmP49U2m
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This event is one of our best annual 
traditions here at the City of 
Franklin. It's a great way to give back 
to the community and an opportunity 
to earn an extra personal day for 
2026. 

 

Here’s how it works: 

If you give a total contribution of at least $100 to United Way (I’d challenge you to consider 
giving the equivalent of one day’s pay) and commit to volunteer at least 8 hours over the 
next year with your chosen cause (i.e. – non-profit, church, school, etc.), you can receive an 
EXTRA personal day in 2026.  The additional personal day will be awarded on January 31, 
2026 and must be used during the 2026 calendar year.  

Attached are the two required forms. Please complete them and return to HR by emailing 
unitedway@franklintn.gov or melody.reeves@franklintn.gov 

Please note that all forms are due by Monday, December 15th! 

 

We have some fun events happening in November!  See attached flyers! 

 

Congratulations to three Franklin Fire Department leaders on their recent Center for 
Public Safety Excellence (CPSE) 
credentialing accomplishments! Battalion 
Chief Joseph Polenzani recently had his 
Chief Fire Officer (CFO) designation 
renewed by the CPSE Commission on 
Professional Credentialing following a 
comprehensive portfolio review. He is 
currently the department’s only CFO and 
was first awarded the designation in 
2022. Captain-Paramedic Dustin 

Anderson was the first FFD member to earn the Fire Officer (FO) designation and has now 
added a second CPSE credential as a Chief Training Officer (CTO). Last week, Lieutenant-
Paramedic Michael Henry earned the Fire Officer (FO) designation, becoming only the 
second Franklin Fire Department member to achieve this credential. These designations 
recognize each member’s professional competence, leadership, and continued commitment 
to excellence in the fire service. Congratulations on these outstanding achievements 

 

 

mailto:unitedway@franklintn.gov
mailto:melody.reeves@franklintn.gov
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Our Communications Division received a nice thank you note from one of our Citizen’s 
Government Academy students! See below. 

Mr. Stuckey - I wanted to extend my sincere thanks for the outstanding 2025 Citizens Academy 
program. It truly met all its objectives in giving me a meaningful look into the City of 
Franklin’s departments and services. The sessions were informative, well-organized, and gave 
me a much greater appreciation for how the city operates and the great administrators you 
have assembled over the years. A special thanks to Monique McCullough for coordinating a 
flawless program. Her coordination, communication, and enthusiasm made each session both 
engaging and seamless. And the souvenir cup was a thoughtful and memorable touch. Please 
share my appreciation with everyone involved in making the program such a success.  

Warm regards,  

Stacy Hornstein, Franklin Resident 

 

 

Hold it for the Holidays: 

������������������������������ Don’t let the holidays weigh you down! Take part in our Hold It for the Holidays 
Challenge and aim to maintain your weight while still enjoying the festivities. Initial weigh-
ins will be held in the Admin 1B conference room with your choice of days, November 17th, 
or 18th from 12pm-1pm. The final weigh-ins are held in the Admin 1A conference room on 
January 5th or 6th from 12pm-1pm, you may come to either date. Prizes for those who hold 
steady! ��������� 

 

 

 

Holiday Crafting Hour: 

Let’s get crafty this Holiday Season! The holidays can be rushed with no time to take a 
break and enjoy. Join us for a Holiday Crafting Break on November 20th, 11am-1pm in the 
Police Department Community Room. Cocoa, Crafts, and Community—no better way to 
kick off the best time of the year! If you have any questions, please email 
benefits@franklintn.gov. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

mailto:benefits@franklintn.gov
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Congratulations to Natalie Keene from Court and Melissa Eads from Fleet Maintenance 
for being named this week’s Shout-Out Rockstar Award winners! They earned this 
recognition by including thoughtful reasons in their shout-outs, highlighting the 
outstanding contributions of their colleagues. Sharing these details helps celebrate great 
work across our teams! As a reminder: 

• Shout-out senders and recipients selected for the spotlight will each receive 50 
points. 

• Anyone who comments or reacts to a shout-out will receive 10 points. 

 

Thank you for continuing to recognize and uplift one another! 

 

FINAL DAY! FLEXIBLE BENEFITS- Attached is the updated Flexible Spending Account 
(FSA) information for the upcoming open enrollment period. 

������������ Open Enrollment Dates: DEADLINE TODAY November 14 

���� Action Required: You must log in to UKG to make any changes or reenroll for 
the 2026 plan year. *Flexible spending accounts are optional. You cannot enroll in a 
Medical FSA if you are currently enrolled in a Health Savings Account.  

�� Important Reminder: FSA elections do not carry over automatically—you must 
reenroll to participate. 

Please review the attached (OE Flyer) document carefully to understand your options and 
ensure your selections are submitted before the deadline. If you have any questions, feel 
free to reach out to The City Benefits Team. benefits@franklintn.gov 

mailto:benefits@franklintn.gov
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We have one new employee this week - Allison Davis, Staff 
Engineer II, Engineering Department.  Allison is from 
Hohenwald, Tennessee. Her hobbies include knitting, hunting, 
and fishing. Her favorite sports team is the Tennessee 
Vols.  Welcome to the team! 

 

 

A HUGE thank-you to everyone who came out to the Mojo’s Taco Truck event!  We had an 
amazing turnout — 99 employees joined us for tacos, sunshine, and good times. The 
weather was perfect, 
the tacos were 
delicious, and the 
company was even 
better!  Thank you to 
all the departments 
across the City that 
came out to make this 
event such a success — 
and to our employees 
for suggesting a food 
truck event in the first 
place! Your input 
made this happen, and 
we’re already cooking 
up more food truck 
fun in the future! And a very special thank you to our HR Department for putting this 

together! 

 

Congratulations to our four newly re-elected Ward 
Aldermen were officially sworn in to serve the City of 
Franklin at Tuesday night’s Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen Meeting: Beverly Burger (Ward 1); Matt 
Brown (Ward 2); Jason Potts (Ward 3); and Patrick 
Baggett (Ward 4), who was also voted that night by his 
fellow aldermen to serve as the Vice-Mayor. 

 
 

 
 



6 
 

Our Public Safety Departments have announced their annual Holiday Toy Drives.  See the 
following links to participate!  

 

https://www.franklintn.gov/Home/Components/News/News/11630/132 -Fire 

 

https://www.franklintn.gov/Home/Components/News/News/11632/1801-Police 

 

 

That’s it for now. Thanks for all you do!  Enjoy your weekend!  

 

 

 

Website:  www.franklintn.gov 

 

America’s finest hometown, driven by excellence, balancing preservation and progress. 

 

City Hall has moved to our interim location: 

Mailing Address:  109 Third Avenue South, Franklin, TN 37064 

Office Location:  740 Columbia Avenue, Franklin, TN 37064 

 
This message has been prepared on resources owned by the City of Franklin, Tennessee. It is subject to the City’s Policy for the Use of Computers, Internet and Email. Messages that 
are received or created by any City staff member may be a public record subject to Tennessee Open Records Act, T.C.A. §10-7-503, et seq., and the rules of the Open Records 
Commission. DO NOT COPY OR FORWARD TO UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS. This message may contain confidential information and is intended only for the use of the specific 
individual(s) to which it is addressed. If you are not an intended recipient of this message, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized use, dissemination or copying of this email or 
any information it contains is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please delete it and immediately notify the sender by reply email. Unless expressly stated, 
this email does not constitute an agreement to conduct transactions by electronic means and does not create a binding contract or enforceable obligation. 

https://www.franklintn.gov/Home/Components/News/News/11630/132
https://www.franklintn.gov/Home/Components/News/News/11632/1801
http://www.franklintn.gov/

