RESOLUTION 2025-77

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A SISTER CITY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CITY OF CIUDAD
RODRIGO, SPAIN

WHEREAS, the purpose of Sister Cities International is to create and strengthen partnerships
between U.S. and international communities in an effort to increase global cooperation at the municipal
level, to promote cultural understanding, and to stimulate economic growth; and

WHEREAS, Sister Cities, county and state affiliations between the United States and other nations
began shortly after World War Il and developed into a national initiative between President Dwight D.
Eisenhower proposed the “People-to-People” program in 1956; and

WHEREAS, Sister Cities of Franklin and Williamson County, Tennessee began as a group project
for Leadership Franklin. Members of the group presented their concept to the Board of Mayor and
Alderman who readily welcomed the idea. These members are currently the Board of Directors of the
local chapter of Sister Cities; they are President Kim Cannon, Vice President Summer Sheldon, Treasurer
Don Wittkopp, Secretary Roger Walters, BOMA Representative Matt Brown, City Representative Robert
Mott and Board Members Ali Adair, Ross Bader, Tom Bell, Jairo Strada, Robbie Grayson, Doug Griffin,
Kelsey Horn, Ondrea Johnson, Justin Morris, Amy Sterling and Cheryl Wilson; and

WHEREAS, Sister Cities of Franklin and Williamson County, Tennessee was incorporated as a non-
profit organization in 2001. The organization consists of community volunteers, and members; and

WHEREAS, Sister Cities of Franklin and Williamson County, Tennessee has become an affiliate
member of Sister Cities International, and a sister city program enables the citizens of both communities
to become directly involved in international relations in unique exchanges, which benefits all those
involved. Our current Sister Cities include Carlton Place, Ontario, County Laois, Ireland and Bad Soden,
Germany; and

WHEREAS, Sister Cities of Franklin and Williamson County, Tennessee has investigated number of
cities whose characteristics would make them good sister cities of Franklin. Through the contacts
established by sister cities members particularly President Kim Cannon, a relationship with Ciudad
Rodrigo, Spain has been formed. Ciudad Rodrigo is a city in the province of Salamanca, in the autonomous
community of Castile and Ledn, Spain with a population of over 11,000; and

WHEREAS, several youth exchanges between Franklin and Ciudad Rodrigo as well as trips to
Ciudad Rodrigo have been successful. An official delegation from Franklin, including the President of Sister
Cities of Franklin, Kim Cannon, visited Ciudad Rodrigo in May of 2025, to accept a Proclamation from their
mayor and his diplomatic gifts; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of Ciudad Rodrigo, the Honorable Marcos Iglesias Caridad has issued a
formal invitation for the City of Franklin to enter into a Sister Cities relationship; therefore, we recommend
moving forward in support of Sister Cities of Franklin and Williamson County creating this formal
relationship with Ciudad Rodrigo, Spain, to further the goals of the Sister Cities program and be in the best
interest of the citizens of Franklin, Tennessee.

Law Dept approved 08.29.25




NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF
FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE, AS FOLLOWS:

1.) The Board wishes to enter a formal Sister Cities relationship with Ciudad Rodrigo, Spain.

2.) The Board hereby authorizes Mayor Moore to execute any subseqguent agreements
needed to formalize a Sister Cities relationship.

IT IS SO RESOLVED AND DONE on this 2 i(d day of :Kgl!!llhl 2025.

cITy of Fnitjun, TENNESSEE:
By:

Angie Skarp G Dr. Ken Moore
City Recorder Mayor

Approved as to Form:

By: QW PDLM%

Shauna R. Billingsley
City Attorney
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