RESOLUTION NO. 2025-63

RESOLUTION TO ASSIGN NAMING RIGHTS TO THE NOON ROTARY RODEO PLAZA

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin purchased and developed the Jim Warren Park to serve as a
community hub and recreational area near downtown Franklin; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to name the plaza within the Jim Warren Park “The Noon Rotary
Rodeo Plaza" in recognition of the Franklin Noon Rotary Club's significant contributions to the
community; and

WHEREAS, since 1949, the Franklin Rodeo, presented by the Franklin Noon Rotary Club, has
become a cherished tradition, celebrating over seven decades of excitement and community impact as
the largest rodeo east of the Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, the Franklin Noon Rotary Club was chartered on January 13, 1948, and has grown
from its original 14 members to over 160 active and honorary members, representing a diverse cross-
section of business and community leaders; and

WHEREAS, the Franklin Rodeo began as a fundraising project for the newly formed Franklin
Noon Rotary Club, with the first event held on May 6, 1949, featuring a parade led by Tennessee
Governor Gordon Browning; and

WHEREAS, the Franklin Rodeo has overcome early challenges and fluctuating success to become
a lasting tradition, generating millions of dollars over the past seven decades to support community
causes, including college scholarships, medical care, public school needs, and other charitable
endeavors; and

WHEREAS, the Franklin Rodeo continues to be an integral part of the Franklin community, now
sanctioned by the PRCA (Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association), attracting over 18,000 attendees
annually and featuring nationally ranked contestants and top-tier bucking stock; and

WHEREAS, the statue within “The Noon Rotary Rodeo Plaza” will stand as a focal point and
testament to the resilience, character, and philanthropic spirit of the Franklin Noon Rotary Club and the
community it serves; and

WHEREAS, the Franklin Public Arts Commission has reviewed the statue and is recommending
approval of the installation as part of the Noon Rotary Rodeo Plaza; and

WHEREAS, the Parks Director, or designee, shall work with sponsors or donors to make naming
rights determinations to be presented to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen as sponsorships are created.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF
FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE AS FOLLOWS:

The plaza within Jim Warren Park shall be named “The Noon Rotary Rodeo Plaza”, honoring the legacy
of tradition, community, and the enduring impact of the Franklin Rodeo and the Franklin Noon Rotary
Club. The plaza may include public art, trails, play equipment, benches, signage, and other amenities.
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IT 1S SO RESOLVED AND DONE on this N oy of 5u‘>’rm , 2025.

ATTEST, CITY OF|F , TENNESSEE:
By: L i 72w By:

Angie Skarp U Dr.Wre

City Recorder May

Approved as to Form:

By: &Qi ﬂh Mi . g%mk
William E. Squires

Deputy City Attorney
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