RESOLUTION 2025-62

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MAY ME THE MULE PUBLIC ART INSTALLATION AT CARTER’S HILL
PARK (1221 COLUMBIA AVENUE)

WHEREAS, the Battle of Franklin Trust submitted a proposal for an art installation at Carter’s Hill Park at
1211 Columbia Avenue to the Franklin Public Arts Commission; and

WHEREAS, the life-size bronze statue is in honor of “May Me, the Mule,” the lead draft animal for the 6th
Ohio Calvary while they were in Franklin during the Civil War; and

WHEREAS, the statue will be the latest addition to the Artillery Exhibit east of Columbia Avenue; and
WHEREAS, the Battle of Franklin Trust has secured all funding for the installation; and

WHEREAS, City of Franklin staff have reviewed and approved the location for the placement of the
installation; and

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2025, the Historic Zoning Commission reviewed the project and recommends
approval of the installation; and

WHEREAS, the Franklin Public Arts Commission was established to review and make recommendations
concerning all aspects of public art and recommends approval of the installation.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF
FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Based on the recommendations for approval by the Historic Zoning Commission on July 14,
2025 and the Franklin Public Arts Commission on July 16, 2025, the “May Me, The Mule” public art installation is
hereby approved.

Section 2. Once installed, the City shall maintain the statue for the lifetime of the statue.

Section 3. The installation shall be the responsibility of the Battle of Franklin Trust and the City of Franklin.

IT IS SO RESOLVED AND DONE on thisT! \ day of éﬁnﬂ}m 2025

ATTEST: CITY OF FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE:
By: W By:

Angie Skarp Dr. Keh Mo

City Recorder Mayor

1 Law Dept approved 08.26.25



Approved as to Form:

By:

J. e Harper
Assistant City Attorney

2 Law Dept approved 08.26.25
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DATE: July 10, 2025
TO: Franklin Public Arts Commission
FROM: Monique McCullough, Special Events/Public Outreach Supervisor

SUBJECT: May Me Statue Proposal

We received an application from the Battle of Franklin Trust and the City of Franklin Parks Department
for the installation of a statue at Carter Hill Battlefield Park (1221 Columbia Avenue).

May Me, the Mule, was the lead draft animal for the 6" Ohio Calvary while they were in Franklin during
the Civil War. The statue will be life-sized, made of bronze, and mounted on an aggregate base. It isthe
latest piece to the Artillery Exhibit east of Columbia Avenue. Once completed, the exhibit will consist of:
e 6cannons
o 4-3" rifled cannons of the 15 Kentucky Battery (closest to Columbia Avenue)
o 2-cannons of the 6" Ohio Battery (1221 Columbia west adjacent to the most eastern stake
and rider fence)
o 1-napoleon 12" cannon with brass cylinder
o 1-3"rifiled cannon
e Alimber example
e Acaisson example
e Adraft mammal example - May Me the Mule

The statue will be created by local artist Janel Maher. All funds needed to create and install the statue
have been raised. Maintenance and upkeep will be provided by the City of Franklin.
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APPLICATION FOR PLACING ARTWORK ON
CITY OF FRANKLIN PROPERTY

Thank you for your interest in placing artwork on property owned by the City of Franklin.
Please complete and submit this application, along with the proposal, to:
Franklin Public Art Commission
City of Franklin
109 Third Avenue South
Franklin, TN 37064

Please review the attached Policies and Procedures. For assistance, please contact the Public Outreach Specialist at 615-550-
6606 or CityofFranklin@FranklinTN.gov. The Franklin Public Art Commission reserves the right to request additional information
in order to process an exhibition proposal.

APPLICANT
Name(s)/Organization: Cl‘ oF F_&»AMLUO—RP-KS AND
Tae R2am e csF 4—‘2-_/-4.1\“4(,:&! TRUST
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Email: Jaurie 2) boftor 4 Website:  Aof# org
Conflicts of Interest (disclose any active contracts or contract negotiations with the City):

/V/A— — AAVE AFFIOAV IT NoTA2ize > By ouvIVER al*['}/
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PROPOSED ARTWORK

| Title of proposed artwork or exhibition

|
7. A

S Tay pAE - CorplETIonN oF ARTICCEL Y DisrLAY Ar{_gﬁ;}y ) NITE

Labeling - include artist’s name, date of creation, materials used (optional), short explanation of work
| (optional), donor’s name, when applicable

| ° Uanec Mangz | ARTIST

|
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(Optional) Proposed City-owned site for placement:

| Participants (list anyone that will be involved in the project): 7
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ARTWORK DETAILS

Please attach a proposal that includes the following:

2. Timeline

3. Budgeta

a.

b.

a.

1. Narrative description of the artwork or project including:

installation)

4, Maintenance plan while the piece is on display (whether temporary or permanent)

5. Qualifications including:

6. Visuals including:

a. Concept

Aesthetic vision

Artist involvement
Materials

Processes

Durability

g. Other relevant information

~oono

and detailed installation plan (including specific required components for

nd funding (explain project budget and how it will be funded)

Artist(s) resume/bio
Examples of past exhibits or similar projects

Sketches, photographs, or other documentation of sufficient descriptive
clarity to indicate the nature of the proposed art including an accurate
description of colors

(If applicable) Digital, color images of artworks in exhibition

A site plan clearly showing the dimensions and the location of the art and its
relation to pedestrian path of travel on the site and in the vicinity, including
adjacent rights-of-way.

An elevation or perspective rendering showing the streetscape view of the art
including the street elevations of adjacent properties

Digital images of past exhibits or similar projects

Magquette or rendering of artwork(s)

Submit application and supporting materials to:
Franklin Public Art Commission
City of Franklin
109 Third Avenue South
Franklin, TN 37064

Or electronically at: Cityoffranklin@FranklinTN.gov

APPLICANT’S AUTHORIZATION TO INITIATE REVIEW OF AN EXHIBITION

PROPOSAL

Authori 8
| ALl

Signature of Legal Guardian
if Artist is a minor:

i ame

rint
I LACe/E
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BATTLE OF FRANKLIN
TRUST

Proposal
May Me the Mule, 6" Ohio Battery

Completing the Artillery Display
City of Franklin Parks, Carter Hill Battlefield Park East of Columbia
1221 Columbia Avenue, @ 35.91614, -86.87258

Artist Janel Maher, bronze, finished size @ 9’ x 4'x 5’

After receiving approval from the Civil War Historical Commission, in partnership with landowner,
the City of Franklin Parks, The Battle of Franklin Trust seeks HZC approval to complete the
Artillery Exhibit east of Columbia at Carter Hill Battlefield Park, City of Franklin Parks.

May Me the Mule to be made of bronze, and life sized. Estimated bronze finished size to be 9 feet
front hoof to tail, 4 feet wide, and at tallest point (ears) @5 feet, and weigh approximately 900-1,100
Ibs. An aggregate flush rectangular concrete pad to be poured in coordination with Parks, just as
with the three Kentucky cannons, limber wagon, and caisson. The approximate 6-inch clearance
around the finished bronze calls for finished base to be @10 feet, by 5 feet (50 square feet of grass).

1345 Eastern Flank Circle, Franklin, TN 37064 boft.org (615)794-0903
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Enclosed pictures attempt to illustrate the approximate location of May Me within the park in
relation to where she pulled her 6" Ohio cannons into place, and took cover in the sitting position,
behind the cotton gin foundation. Funding for May Me is complete. It will take 6-12 months to
complete, deliver, and install.

The park pathway holds interpretive markers and a bench, and May Me’s proposed location is
further north, and surrounded by grass. The Trust leaves the specific final location in partnership
with Parks to allow for any necessary pathway regulations.

May Me, of the 6" Ohio is another example of another avenue to teach about life in America during
the Civil War. Currently in Franklin’s public square there is a city of Franklin (uptight marker) that
is about the battle. The black iron marker includes the number of US wagons that entered town that
day (@800), and the approximate “draft” animals at 3,500. At the time of the battle the city of
franklin’s people population was @750. The number of wagons outnumbered the citizens, and the
number of draft animals was greater than 4 and %2 times the number of citizens. This is in addition to the
approximate 40,000 US and CSA soldiers that descended upon town on November 30, 1864.

While draft animals were not unique to the Civil War, through our community partners at Williamson County
Historical Society, and their historical journals, we know that May Me was here in Franklin, and the lead draft
animal for the 6 Ohio November 30, 1864. As recorded in letters home to his sweetheart, Adam Weaver of
the 104" Ohio Vol Infantry writes of both Harvey, the dog mascot, as well as a Mule of the 6* Ohio. The
mule wore a felt hat with holes for its ears cut out, that after pulling the cannon, limber and caisson in place,
was trained to move behind the line, sit, and rest before she was called back to duty to transport to the next
location.

There are very few historical markers which tell the history of horses, and even less noting mules. Williamson
County, until recent years, was a very agriculture centered county, not just during wartime. May Me the mule
creates the teaching opportunity to tell citizens and visitors to the area about both wartime and the history of
Williamson County.

Bronze was chosen not only for its durability, but also for connectivity to the rest of the Artillery Display
there at the park. The base material of aggregate was also chosen for continuity.

Below are additional pictures of the bronze maquette the artist created. Realizing the life-sized bronze will
not be identical to the maquette, the maquette illustrates the artist’s ability to capture realistic attributes such
as mules typically having larger ears than horses, but smaller than a donkey. The soldier that documented
May Me’s name and position, also noted the felt hat with holes cut for May Me’s ears. The artist intends to
use different coloring for May Me’s felt hat, similar to what she has done for the bronze maquette.

1345 Eastern Flank Circle, Franklin, TN 37064 boft.org (615)794-0903



1345 Eastern Flank Circle, Franklin, TN 37064 boft.org (615)794-0903



FRAGILF

(':&1\'\

1345 Eastern Flank Circle, Franklin, TN 37064 boft.org (615)794-0903



1345 Eastern Flank Circle, Franklin, TN 37064 boft.org (615)794-0903




1345 Eastern Flank Circle, Franklin, TN 37064 boft.org (615)794-0903



1345 Eastern Flank Circle, Franklin, TN 37064 boft.org (615)794-0903




1345 Eastern Flank Circle, Franklin, TN 37064 boft.org (615)794-0903







May Me’s estimated bronze finished size to be 9 feet front hoof to tail, 4 feet wide, and at tallest
point (ears) @ 5 feet, and weigh approximately 900-1,100 Ibs. The image below was created by the
artist to help us visualize this estimated size with an average sized adult female. Please note, this
picture has May Me elevated about 12-14”, but after consultation with Parks, it has been decided she
will be mounted just as the other artillery pieces; cannons, limber and caisson. Aggregate slab level
with the ground with approximately 6-inch clearance on each side. Once the foundry has reached
the appropriate point in her creation, they will alert us to the finished weight, and together with the

Parks, the appropriate strength aggregate will be poured.

Next attachments are proposed location images due to Google Earth not having a current satellite image of
this section of Carter Hill Battlefield Park.

1345 Eastern Flank Circle, Franklin, TN 37064 boft.org (615)794-0903




HZC - BOFT proposed May Me locations at 1221 Columbia Ave - COFPark East of Columbia

Unfortunately Google Earth imagery as of June 23 2025 does not hold the present day satellite
imagery of 1221 Columbia Avenue, and hence the foundation of the cotton gin. However the 2D
imagery on the ground does have while not a present day, a more modern image of 1221 that does
indicate archaeology found cotton gin foundation along the upper right side of the image above.
The proposed possible sites for May Me are indicated by the two red dots noted in the above
picture. And below on current Google Earth image @ GPS 35.91614, -86.87258




HZC - BOFT proposed May Me locations at 1221 Columbia Ave - COFPark East of Columbia

Due to Google Earth current imagining not having the most current view of this portion of the City
of Franklin Carter Hill Battlefield Park east of Columbia, and exact final positioning will be
coordinated and determined with City of Franklin Parks project lead we have note the approximate
GPS coordinates as 35.91614, -86.87258, but are submitting the HZC pictures of the area, both
from the proposed May Me the Mule location, and toward the May Me Mule location.

There are multiple existing fixtures and path in which narrow the possible logical final location of
the life-sized, in sitting position May Me:
e (Cotton Gin foundation
e Walking pathway from Cleburne, through the park to Columbia
e |nterpretive signage along the pathway
e Artillery Display in its current state with
o Two Cannons of the 6" Ohio
o Three to Four cannons of the 1% Kentucky
e Pathway Bench

1) Perspective from Cleburne to proposed location of May Me (noted in red)




HZC - BOFT proposed May Me locations at 1221 Columbia Ave — COFPark East of Columbia

2) From the most western 6" Ohio cannon toward proposed May Me location (noted in red, behind ABT sign)




HZC - BOFT proposed May Me locations at 1221 Columbia Ave — COFPark East of Columbia

3) Perspective from most southern and west side of the Cotton Gin foundation to proposed possible
locations of May Me (noted in red)
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HZC - BOFT proposed May Me locations at 1221 Columbia Ave —- COFPark East of Columbia







