City of Franklin Battlefield Preservation Commission
Regular Meeting
Thursday, January 12, 2017—7:30 AM
Training Conference Room
Meeting Minutes
Present:

Ernie Bacon (arrived at 8:07), Sam Gant, Sam Huffman, Alma McLemore
(arrived at 8:07), Mike Skinner, Pam Lewis, Rachael Finch, David Eagan, Clay
Perry, Tim Stillings, Rich Buckner, Eric Jacobson

Staff Present:

Amanda Rose, Joey Bryan, Brian Walker

Call to Order
Chairwoman Lewis called the meeting to order at 7:35 a.m.
Minutes: November 10, 2016 Meeting
Mr. Skinner moved to approve the November 2016 meeting minutes as submitted. Mr. Stillings seconded
the motion, and the motion passed unanimously 9-0.
Chairwoman Lewis stated there are new members and requested that they introduce themselves.
Ms. Rachael Finch, Mr. Rich Buckner, and Mr. Tim Stillings introduced themselves.
Chairwoman had all of the other commission members and staff introduce themselves to the new members.
Update on Federal Line Markers Proposal
Ms. Rose stated there have been a lot of obstacles, but we are ready to move forward with the project. Staff
is waiting to make sure the state route locations are supported by TDOT. Ms. Rose stated we would like to
go ahead and get started with the marker locations along local routes.
Chairwoman Lewis requested to know how much money has been allocated by City for this project.
Ms. Rose stated she did not know off hand the exact amount, but she thought around $6,000.00. Ms. Rose
stated the City will subsidize the installation.
Mr. Bryan requested everyone look at the maps that have been provided and explained the locations along
the local routes. Mr. Bryan stated the maps show the addresses and names of the property owners where
the markers are to be placed. Mr. Bryan stated that staff would like the commissioners to see if they
recognize any of the names and start the conversation with the property owners to see if they support having
a marker placed in front of their property.
Ms. Rose stated that staff will make a contextual document and background informational document with
information about who is responsible for maintenance and answers for other potential questions.
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Update on Parks-Related Projects
• City Cemetery
• Carter’s Hill
• Fort Granger
• Other
Ms. Rose stated that she as well as Mr. Walker and Ms. Amy Herron have been working with the Purchasing
office on a RFP to work on the state grant to conduct the restoration of the markers in the City Cemetery.
Ms. Rose stated they hoped to have some of the markers restored by June.
Chairwoman Lewis commented that she had a meeting with Mr. John Green and discussed working with
the Boy Scouts who wanted to help with the cemetery.
Ms. Rose stated she would like the contact information and would pass it on to Mr. Walker.
Mr. Gant stated the DAR is also interested in helping.
Mr. Walker stated at Carter’s Hill Park they have the new trail in and the first of the bollards at the ends of
the trails.
Mr. Walker stated that the Fort Granger interpretive signs have been made and will be installed next week.
Ms. Rose thanked Ms. Finch for her work on that project.
Mr. Jacobson noted the Carter House signs and Cotton Gin signs will be relocated. Mr. Jacobson stated he
would like to have the black posts along Columbia Avenue removed.
Ms. Rose stated she agreed and requested the sign committee stay a little after this meeting to discuss.
Mr. Jacobson stated another other idea that might be considered is creating a Historic Preservation Overlay
encompassing Carter’s Hill Park.
Ms. Rose stated there is a plan to complete a survey from Five Points up to Carter House for the purpose
of establishing a HPO over that area.
Mr. Bacon stated he thinks this is very important.
recommendation to the Historic Zoning Commission.

Mr. Bacon stated this body should make a

Ms. Rose stated this will be part of the update to the Downtown Franklin National Register Historic District.
The City was awarded a grant by the Tennessee Historical Commission to fund the update. It will start
sometime this Spring.
Mr. Jacobson stated this matter is time sensitive due to Carter’s Court across from Carter House being for
sale.
Mr. Bacon moved that this body recommend to the Planning Commission and Historic Zoning Commission
that a Historic Preservation Overlay be applied over certain areas along Columbia Avenue and from
Fowlkes Street to Cleburne and east to Parkview.
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Discussion ensued on locations that the proposed overlay should include and the responsibilities of the
Historic Zoning Commission in regards to establishing new historic overlays.
Mr. Skinner seconded the motion Mr. Bacon made.
Ms. Rose stated she would like an amendment added to the motion that someone work directly with her on
establishing the locations for the proposed overlay.
Mr. Bacon moved to amend the motion to include himself and Mr. Jacobson to work with Ms. Rose on
defining the locations that should be included in the overlay. Mr. Skinner seconded the amendment, and
the amendment passed unanimously 12-0.
With the main motion, having been made and amended the motion passed unanimously 12-0.
Organization Announcements:
Chairwoman Lewis passed around a merit badge that was earned through the Transit Authority.
Chairwoman Lewis stated she was interested how to do more community outreach through a partnership
with the Commission and the local Girl and Boy Scouts organizations. Chairwoman Lewis stated this
would be a good way for Scouts to obtain merit badges and educate them on the importance of this
Commission and the battle.
Ms. Rose suggested setting up a small subcommittee to start exploring some options on how this could tie
into existing parameters.
Mr. Bacon stated he would endorse this and suggested going further to pursue a badge that would
recognize our Civil War parks and used Shiloh as an example. Mr. Bacon explained the parameters of
Shiloh’s merit badge program.
Mr. Huffman stated they have done things like this with the Boy Scouts.
Mr. Jacobson stated they have as well.
Mr. Jacobson stated that the demolition of the flower shop would start in the next 30 days and that the
installation of new markers will be done at the Confederate Cemetery at Carnton.
Ms. Finch stated a lecture series had been started at the Masonic Hall on race and reconciliation and that
there is one this evening at 7 pm.
Chairwoman Lewis stated she and Ms. McLemore are working on an interviewing process with some
local African Americans to talk about their views on slavery, the Reconstruction era, and other topics.
Ms. McLemore thanked Chairwoman Lewis for doing this and stated there are a lot of people passing on
who have great stories and need to share those stories with a wide audience. Ms. McLemore stated the
interviews will be on different topics. Ms. McLemore stated there are two events coming up—The Black
Tie Event and an Amateur Show that will be at Johnson Elementary School. Ms. McLemore stated they
would also like to start conducting an annual tour of local African American history.
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